
BridgeLink™ Public Beta Released 
On the 15th anniversary of the first public beta release of PGSuper™, the WSDOT Bridge and Structures Office is 
pleased to announce the first public beta release of BridgeLink™.  

What is BridgeLink™? 
BridgeLink™ is an extensible application framework for bridge engineering software. BridgeLink™ allows a wide 
variety of bridge engineering applications to link into a consistent and cohesive environment. The BridgeLink™ 
application framework has been known as PGSuper™ for many years because the only application to link into the 
framework was PGSuper™. Not that long ago BEToolbox™ was added to the framework and now a completely new 
version PGSplice™ has been added. Continuing to call the software PGSuper™ makes little sense as the number 
and variety of applications grow. BridgeLink™ is much more than a prestressed girder design program. The long term 
vision for BridgeLink™ is to create a bridge engineering tool that links together software and bridge information for 
individual bridges, related bridges in complex projects, and ultimately all of the bridges in an owner’s inventory. 

PGSplice™ Version 3.0 Beta 
A new version of PGSplice™ is the real news here. PGSplice™ is a BridgeLink™ Application for design, analysis, 
and load rating of precast-prestressed spliced girder bridges. PGSplice™ can model a wide variety of spliced girder 
bridge configurations including multi-span structures with cantilever pier segments, drop in field segments, erection 
towers, strong back hangers and multi-stage post-tensioning. PGSplice™ analyzes spliced girder structures with a 
detailed time step method. Time-dependent concrete material properties, concrete creep and shrinkage, and 
relaxation of prestressing steel are modeled with the equations from AASHTO LRFD, ACI209, and CEB-FIP Model 
Code. 

PGSuper™ Version 3.0 Beta 
This version of BridgeLink™ includes a beta release of PGSuper™ Version 3.0. This version of PGSuper™ includes 
many new features including transformed section analysis, modeling of cantilevered spans, user defined report 
customization, new methods for computing prestress losses, new design strategies, and updates for the AASHTO 
LRFD Bridge Design Specifications, 7th Edition 2014.  

Why is this a Beta Version? 
Whenever we create new software, it is first published as a beta version. This allows you to use the software and 
provide feedback so the final version can be as robust and stable as possible. We are beginning the “release early - 
release often” phase of development. During this phase, we give you the software, you try it out and tell us about any 
issues you find, and we address the issues and release a new version… rapidly. For those of you that remember the 
early days of PGSuper™, we, as a community of likeminded bridge engineers, did this with great success. We were 
able to get the most capable precast-prestressed girder design software for the then new LRFD Specifications into 
production more quickly than anyone thought possible. We can do the same now. 

The Fine Print 
This is a beta version of BridgeLink™ and its component applications. While we have taken a great deal of care in 
developing the applications they are not yet complete. Much of the documentation has not been written, some 
elements of the user interface don’t work as well as they should, the program may even crash from time to time 
causing data loss. This software has not been fully validated so please use it with caution and check results. Please 



report any issues you encounter by sending an email to bridge_support@wsdot.wa.gov or posting to the user forums 
at PGSuper.com. 

How do I get BridgeLink™? 
BridgeLink™ is an open source software program that is made to available to everyone from the WSDOT Bridge and 
Structures Office. You can download BridgeLink™ for free from http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/eesc/bridge/software. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Can I use BridgeLink™ and PGSuper™ Version 2.8 at the same time? 

Yes. You can have both BridgeLink™ and PGSuper™ installed on your computer at the same time. After you install 
BridgeLink™ it is highly recommended that you update the PGSuper™ configuration for both programs.  

1. Start the program (do this for both BridgeLink™ and PGSuper™) 
2. Select File > Configure PGSuper…. 
3. Press the Update Now button 

Are files created with BridgeLink™ and PGSuper™ interchangeable? 

As always, newer versions of the software can read files created with older versions but not visa-versa. Files created 
with PGSuper™ Version 2.8 and later can be read by PGSuper™ Version 3.0. Files created with PGSuper™ Version 
3.0 cannot be read by PGSuper™ Version 2.8. Also note that files created with PGSuper™ Version 2.8 and have 
been subsequently loaded and saved with PGSuper™ Version 3.0 will no longer be read by PGSuper™ Version 2.8. 

Why should I use BridgeLink™ if it isn’t done yet? 

You should use BridgeLink™ because it will help to make this free software great for everyone! 

By using the beta version of BridgeLink™ you can help us to identify issues and resolve them quickly. You can 
provide feedback about the capabilities of the software and help to shape its features. The open source software 
model only works when users and developers work together. Your participation is essential to our success.  

You are a PGSuper™ user and get tremendous value from using the software. We have a mutually beneficial 
relationship and it has resulted in the most capable prestressed girder design software available. Remember how 
much you paid for PGSuper™? We aren’t asking much of you, we just want your participation and feedback. 

Are there any tutorials or training material for PGSplice™? 

The documentation, tutorials and training material have not been developed yet. The user interface for PGSplice™ is 
very similar to PGSuper™ so you already know how to use most of the software. If you have specific questions, they 
can be posted to the user forums at PGSuper.com or emailed directly to the WSDOT developers at 
bridge_support@wsdot.wa.gov. 
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